JOHN ARCUDI 


writer 
DOUG MAHNKE A 
penciller 


KEITH WILLIAMS 
inker 


RICH PERROTTA 
background inks 


LOIS BUHALIS 
letterer 


GREGORY WRIGHT 
colorist 


TEENA GORES 
designer 


MIKE RICHARDSON 
consulting editor 


GREG VEST & 
MICHAEL EURY 
editors 


THE MASK™ 


created b 
Garg MIKE RICHARDSON 


MIKE RICHARDSON publisher 
NEIL HANKERSON executive vice president DAVID SCROGGY 
vice president of publishing LOU BANK vice president of sales & 
marketing ANDY KARABATSOS vice president of finance 
MARK ANDERSON general counsel DIANA SCHUTZ editor in chief 
RANDY STRADLEY creative director CINDY MARKS director of 
production & design MARK COX art director CHRIS CREVISTON 
director of accounting MICHAEL MARTENS marketing director 
TOD BORLESKE sales and licensing director MARK ELLINGTON 
director of operations DALE LAFOUNTAIN director of m.i.s. 


Advertsing sales: (608) 652-8815 2310 


‘The world of man 
is not this planet,or 
even the things he has 
built upon it. The world 
of man is the human 
consciousness, and is 
therefore infinite. 


THE PRINCIPAL 
JUNIOR YEAR, 


WELL, NOW 
"e ALL KNOW, AND” 
ILD HOPE WE 
CAN TRANSLATE THAT 
KNOWLEDGE INTO A 


HEY, 
WERE aikeary NUTS, CONCERTED EFFORT 
NACICY. TO PISPOSE OF 


Query! 

—___ DIDN'T THINK 
DITCHING YOURCAR AT 
THE NIGHTCLUB WOULD 

LOSE ME, DID YOU? 


ALL RIGHT, 
IN? YOU, ME, AND 


DETECTIVE 
D KELLAWAY.../ 


HEY, WHERE'S 
YOUR SIDEKICK, 
HUGO? 


AH. CAN CATCH 
UP WITH HIM LATER, 
ONLy ITS 


HE'S TOO STUPID. 
TO GET VERY FAR 
ON HISOWN. 


AND TL 

GOTTA SAY, 

THINGS SURE 
Loo} 


FROM THE ToP 
OF THE HEAP. 


NY OCH! WEGOTTA r 
SAY SOMETHING TO HIM, Ja 
JEFF. WE JUST GOTTA. 


E AN Ti 


a 
Va aA 


OM 
ah a 
pus 
“il 7 


DETECTIVE KELLAWAY, 
WHAT /S IT, EXACTLY, THAT 
YOUR WARRANT ENTITLES, 
YOU TO SEARCH FOR? 


“MAYBE 
A 
MASK. 
On, LoTs 
OF THINGS. AS A 
POTENTIAL SUSPECT 
IN THE“BIG-HEAD” 


ILLEGAL GUNS, 
AXES-- 


(MESES NL 
CNOWABOOT atic BACK OFF, YOU 
MASK. 4 Ny 


7 ANE 
YOU'LL BE 
/ GETTING youR- 
SELF IN 
| DEEPER IF YoU 
NN DON’T HAND IT 
OVER RIGHT 
a NOW. + 


LOOK WHAT YOU'VE 
DONE/ CAN'T YOU BE 
MORE CAREFUL? 


Y LIEUTENANT, THIS IS 


RICK. THAT'S WHAT 

ARCHIE CALLED “BIG’ 

HEAD” THE OTHER. 
NIGHT. 


YEAH, I i 
REMEMBER. THE 
MASK CAN DISGUISE 
YOU AS ANYBODY. 
EVEN YOURSELF. 


a) 


WHAT THE HELL’S THE MATTER 
WITH You, LIEUTENANT? 


BION’T GET ToO AND IN 
FAR, IDI? Must OY time FOR 
i) ALL tHE WAY LUNCH, 
Home, tHats Too. 
Au. ~— ‘ 


— 


Dew} Vs 


“= 
eS 


LOOK/ Look AT, ag 
MY APARTMENT! 
YOU REALIZE 


THAT ALL OF THIS IS 
DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO THAT VEXATIOUS 
MASK. 


MAYBE THEY’? EVEN: 
TRY TO PIN THE OTHER 
EAC SEINE ON 


Us, AN? Ww 
WOULON Moebeve FHEM?, 


THAT BUYS US 
SOME TIME TO 


RID Sor 112 


YEAH, WELL, 


THE KEYSTONES 
FOUND NOTHING THAT 


[ WAS ON THEI WARRANT. J 


THEY'LL LAYOFF 
FOR AWHILE. 


wHy 
DON'T WE TELL 
THE POLICE WHAT'S 
WHAT? I MEAN, THEY 
SEEM TO KNOW 
ABOUT THE MASK 
ALREADY. 


OF*EM mousn NE WAS WIGGY. 
WHAT<Bi6~ 


THEY DON’ 
HEAD’ REALLY 1S.NOT YET. 


WE DON'T EVEN frac) 


KNOW WHERE 
IT Is. 


HERE, TAKE 
IT! IT'S FREAKING 
MEOUT! 


RIGHT AGAIN. ARCHIE'S GO AHEAD. YOU 
GOT ITON AN EVEN KEEL 2 
HE SHOULD HAVE THE 


MASK. 


7 a 
WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING To DO 
&= 3 WITH THEMASK? 


ARCHIE, you FONG TSET 
tT. 


KES 
ia pos Wie Wort INA 
wayyy THAT? 3 NO 


THATS W 
Yow mines came 
Ly y YoU'LL KEEP ME 
f Foare: 6 Guts ME. 
A ‘Team. 


eo SKULL ITOVER, 
Pinky. we GOT THe 
Cee ToTRANSMOGREICATE 
EAD” F us 
ASUTERHERD, 


HAVE HIS rice 
TAKEN WITH U 


TEN HOURS 
LATER, THEY 
ARE STILL 
ASKING THAT 
QUESTION: 


7 SOOFY, Bors, 
} WHY IN SAINT PETER'S 


NAME YOU GOTTA 
\ INVOLVE ME IN THIS, 
__ I DON'T KNOW. 


Pa <a 


THE y 
LIONIN THAT © 
HAS 


IN GOLD BRIDEE- 
WORK. FOURTEEN 
Gs. 


<a 


HOW’M T 4 
GONNASHOOT 
ANYTHING WITH THIS \ 
BUM HAND? You'RE i 
THE LINCHPININ THIS 

OPERATION, BUD. 


y  OTHENJusT 
B LEAVE THE REST ToJ 
7 ME. 4 


a = 


YOUGH! Don't TELL ME 
ANY MORE. YOU KNOW HOW 


QUEASY BLOOP MAKES ME. 


Y BETTERTODIO ¥ 
R THESE THINGS FROM Ff 
Avis 
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THESE ioe. 
NEVER sTOP BEING 


Yo THEY? 


EVEN OVER THE STENCH 
OF ELEPHANT 
MANURE-- 


heh. “a 


LooKS LiFe I CAN x 


ON LONELY FCAT 
Ne, {| ea 


EXCURSION 
ceil le 


[7 FoLLow me 


IN THE FIGHT FoR, 
° t 7 GoooNn—ss! 


“The Mask Strikes Back” concludes! The Mask and Walter 
roll up their sleeves for the funniest, wildest knockdown-dragout yet! 
By Arcudi, Mahnke, and Williams. 


Geez, you guys, you really know how to 
respond fo a contest, don't ya? It gives me a 
comforting feeling to see how many of you 
have rallied to Dark Horse's aid by offering your 
suggestions for the Mask letters column title. 
We've received more contest entries than O.J. 
has lawyers, Thanks for helping out—it's good to 
know that you can still count on your fellow 
man and woman in your time of need. (Oh... 
you only entered the contest ‘cause you want- 
ed a prize—?? Cheapskates!!) 

Next month, we'll reveal the contest winner as 
we unveil our new letters column title and head- 
er. But let's take an in-person gander at some of 
your suggestions, and some of your comments 
onThe Mask #1... 


Dear Dark Horse: 

Sssmmokin'! | have to say that The Mask #1 
was one of the best comics I've ever read. Its 
superior art and wonderful scriptmake this a 
book | will be buying every month, 

| have a couple of ideas for a letter-column 
name. They are: 

1) Facial Expressions, and 
2) Unmasked Opinions. 
Chris Allen 
Calhoun, GA 


Dear Masked Maniacs: 

| just wanted to write a few words on your 
“Mask Strikes Back" #1. | thought it was a bright, 
wonderful, and humorous story as well as an 
inttiguing one. Although | am new to The Mask, 
only discovering Itthrough the film with Jim 
Carrey, | can honestly say that you've already 


got yourselves a new passenger in what's sure 
to be a bizarre, wild ride. 

The artwork and colors are great, and they 
complement the interesting story's beginning, 
but I'm left with a few questions. What's in 
young Snacky's—| mean, Rick's—past? To me, 
he seems to be a troubled and angry young 
man, and | can only wonder about the 
destruction he can cause with his newfound 
powers. And what's the deal with his obsession 
with Big-Head? 

| guess I'll have to wait until next issue to get a 
few answers, but before | go, here's my sugges 
tion for the letters page: Maskqueraves, 

Courtney Henderson 
Cincinnati, OH 


I'm confused , , . you say you discovered The 
Mask from watching Dumb and Dumber?? 


Dear Mask Makers: 

I'd never read a Mask comic before | 
picked up part one of “The Mask Strikes Back." 
But, perhaps because | had seen and enjoyed 
the movie, | was Curious about issue #1. What 
fun stuffl The part where The Mask glommed 
onto the kid's head and wouldn't let go was, 
by itself, nearly worth the price of admission. 
| could say more, but there’s business to get 
downto... 

Did you say, “CONTEST”? Well, say no more, 
your letters column is henceforth named! What 
is the new title? Why, About Face, of course. 
Thanks! 

Karl C. Popp 
Springfield, MO 


Dear Dark Horse: 

Although | know that Edge City is not the 
name of The Mask’s town (or is it? Maybe there 
should be a contest for a city name, also.) 
(Another moocher looking for a prize. Sheeshi— 
Editor), | think this letters column deserves an 
“edgy’ title. So: Postcards on the Edge or 
Postcards with an Edge? It is a ripoff of a 
movie and book title, but then again, The Mask 
tips off a lot of stuff, right? Or is that “lovingly 
borrowed"? 

Before | finish this letter, | want to say one thing: 
PLEASE don't kill off fhe Mask any time soon. 

Numberione Mask fan, 
Matthew Wade 
West Lafayette, IN 


Don't kill off The Mask? O.K. Glad you stopped 
us before we axed ol’ Big-Head, (Stop the press- 
es on that upcoming “Death of The Mask” story- 
line, everybodyll) 

And yes, Lt. Kellaway and all of our Mask 
cast live in Edge City, according to Mike 
Richardson. . . (until the action shifts 
locales in two issues, that Is). 


jere’s a sampling of some 
fe contest entries: 


From Raymond Montagna of East 
Cambridge, MA, comes Under the 
Mask and Ask The Mask, 


M. James Brazill of Los Angeles, CA, 
Offers a long list of suggestions, includ- 
ing Memos to The Mask, Post Office 
Maskacre, Big-Head Dead Letter Office, 
and Big-Head Said. 


Another list was sent by Curt McCormick of 
O'Fallon, IL. Curt, under the influence of “hours 
and hours of brainstorming, arguing, and lots 
of junk food,” provides these potential titles: 
Maskapades, Maskuscripts, Maskomania, 
Maskmerize, Maskorandums, and 
Maskformation. 


All the way from Kailua, HI, Ryan Johnson tosses 
Big-Head’s Mail and Mail Call for The Mask 
into the hat, (What, no Book *Em, Masko?) 

Mr. M. lannone of Oakville, Ontario (that's in 


Canada, in case you're trying to remember the 
state capital of Ontario) sends us this list: 
Unmasked, Unmasked Mail, Unmasked 
Comments; and Big-Headed Comments. 


Mike Ford of Derby, KS, sez, “I think the column 
should be called Taking Up Space, for two rea- 
sons; 1) | thought of it, therefore itshould be 
used, and 2) it takes up the final pages at the 
end of your comic:(Sorry, but Taking Up 
Space is already spoken for. It's currently being 
used as a sign on ye editor's office door.) 


And Jono’ (no, | don't make this stuff up) of 
Langhorne, PA, not only suggests Chop Shop. 
for our column title, but he also.sent us this art 
forour header: 


Nice job, Jono’! 

$0, will Jono’ owno a prize-o (maybe a CD 
from Sonny Bono and.Yoko Ono)? 
Or will it be somebody else-o? Next issue, our 
lettercol tile is unmasked, Join us 
.».@nd write us with your comments on this 
issue. 


—Michael Eury 
Could,take Walter with 
both hands tied behind:my back 


THE TERROR OF TOKYO 1S BACK — 
AND HE'S HEADED T0 NORTH AMERICA! 


JAIN 


A giant collection 
featuring the 
gigantic lizard! 


